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Some weeks ago a stranger entered our office in Sacramento and intro- 
duced himself as the principal of the Gridley High School, in Butte 
County. He explained that he was very much interested in debating, 
and had prepared a list of Questions for Debate, suitable to the various 
grades of the public schools. 

This list, he thought, would be of service to the teachers and the young 
people of the State, and he had come to see if it could not be printed at 
cost, so that he could afford to send it out to the schools at his own 
expense. 

At this point I examined him attentively to see if he were in his right 
mind or merely a millionaire in disguise. He seemed quite rational, how- 
ever, and showed no symptoms of millions. He was a teacher, unselfishly 
anxious to help his fellows, and willing to spend some money to do it. 
His manuscript is just what many people have desired. It fills a long 
felt want. Therefore, it is sent out in this way (without expense to him) 
for the teachers of the high school and the upper grammar grades, with 
the hope that it may be usable and that it may be used. 

For, look you here. These young people that we are sending out to 
battle can no longer use the cross-bow or the long spear, nor even the 
short sword or the rifle. Yet they must fight against wrong and defend 
the right and take care of themselves and protect those who depend upon 
them. And their real weapons are just Words. They are to be citizens 
in a government of the People. They must meet with their fellows, they 
must decide public questions, they must express their thoughts, their 
feelings, their intentions. They must use Words. Their prosperity and 
power depend upon how they use them. 

Let us help them to some familiarity with these, their weapons, while 
they are yet in school and within reach of help. 

By all means, let us encourage our boys and girls in the use of Words 
and build them up in Debate. 

Very truly yours, 

EDWARD HYATT, 

Superintendent Public Instruction. 

3dL1839 
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I have plrepated Ihese -questions -for debate partly in the belief, partly 
in the hope, that debate as a school activity is about to have a genuine 
revival. The value of debate is evident. The direct benefit to the boys 
and girls participating can be shown by thousands of concrete examples ; 
its adaptability to raising the standard of school activities and its reflex 
upon the school spirit of the student body are equally susceptible of 
demonstration. Furthermore, if pupils must have some sort of stimulant 
to keep up their interest in school, surely debate is the one most legiti- 
mate. 

The greatest profit from debate is to be gained only when the subjects 
are adapted to the age and grade of intelligence of the participants. I 
have, therefore, arranged the questions by grades, beginning with 
extremely simple ones in the sixth year. Some attempt has also been 
made to arrange the questions in each year in the order of difiiculty of 
making preparation — b. difiiculty due either to the depth of the question 
or to the scarcity of sources of information. Some of the questions in 
the earlier grades are not in the strictest sense debatable. But two good 
habits will be formed by the pupil — first, of controlling himself before 
an audience ; second, of marshalling his facts and figures on one side of 
a question. 

The teacher, knowing her pupils, is of course the safest guide in 
assigning questions. Not all children in the sixth grade could debate 
even the simple questions I have proposed for that year. Grading differs 
somewhat in different communities. 

These questions will be helpful to teachers in the grades and to 
instructors in charge of debate work in the high schools. Program com- 
mittees of all sorts of school organizations will find their work simplified. 
The briefs appended show the degree of thoroughness to be expected of 
debaters. An encyclopedia, the reference books, the text-books, and 
parents will furnish all the information necessary in the preparation of 
debates on the questions assigned to the grades below the high school. 

Many of the questions have been suggested by text-books on debate ; 
but the larger number were thought out by the author for his classes in 
his attempt to stimulate pupils' interest in present-day topics. Fully half 
of the questions could have had no meaning one year ago. I claim some 
merit for my list in that it is the first I have seen which contains a 
large number of questions adapted to girls' especial interest. Of this 
kind there are about twenty-five in all. 

In conclusion, if I have done anything that will stimulate interest in 
this most fascinating and valuable exercise — ^anything that will help to 
give debate the place it deserves in the schools — ^my object will have 
been accomplished. 

GUY VERNON BENNETT. 



SIXTH GRADE. 

1. Resolved, That the cow is a more useful animal than the horse. 

2. Resolved, That winter affords greater pleasure for boys (or girls) of 
twelve than summer. 

3. Resolved, That water causes greater loss than fire. 

4. Resolved, That blindness is a greater affliction than deafness. 

5. Resolved, That fishing is greater pleasure than hunting. 

6. Resolved, That city life is more pleasant for a boy (or girl) of twelve than 
country life. 

7. Resolved, That slates should (or should not) be used in this grade. 

8. Resolved, That baseball affords more beneficial exercise than footbalL 

9. Resolved, That butter is more useful than eggs. 

10. Resolved, That cotton is more useful than wool. 

11. Resolved, That the telegraph is more useful than the telephone. 

12. Resolved, That Elizabeth was a better queen than Victoria. 

13. Resolved, That birds give more pleasure to people than flowers. 

14. Resolved, That South America has greater resources than Africa. 

15. Resolved, That this school should have an orchestra (or band). 

16. Resolved, That it is best for Scotland to be united with England. 

17. Resolved, That drawing is of greatej* value than music. 

18. Resolved, That roller skating on the sidewalks in this section of the city 
(or a certain other section) should be prohibited. 

19. Resolved, That automobiles should be prohibited from running on streets 
enclosing the school grounds. 

20. Resolved, That India is of more value to England than Canada. 



SEVENTH GRADE. 

1. Resolved, That manufacturing is a more important industry than mining. 

2. Resolved, That fishery is of more importance than grazing. 

3. Resolved, That Virginia received a better class of immigrants from England 
than Massachusetts. 

4. Resolved, That alfalfa is a more profitable crop (in this locality) than fruit. 

5. Resolved, That forests yield greater wealth than mines. 

6. Resolved, That gas makes a better light to read by thaii electricity. 

7. Resolved, That automobiles are more dangerous than horses. 

8. Resolved, That on the whole the New England colonists treated the Indians 
fairly. 

9. Resolved, That girls in the seventh grade should not be allowed to take 
instrumental music at home. (For girls.) 

10. Resolved, That a rich man has greater temptations than a poor man. 

11. Resolved, That geography is of greater value than history. 

12. Resolved, That smoking is more harmful than tobacco chewing. 

13. Resolved, That it would have been better for America if the French had 
won in the French and Indian War. 

14. Resolved, That decimals are more useful than fractions. 

15. Resolved, That automobiles are cheaper for all purposes than horses. 

16. Resolved, That Wasihington was a greater general than Napoleon. 

17. Resolved, That the steamship is of greater value to mankind than the rail- 
road. 

18. Resolved, That this grade school should have a city block for play purposes 
adjoining the school grounds. 
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19. Resolved, That the prune has played a greater part in the welfare of man 
than the grape. 

20. Resolved, That the invention of the cotton gin did more for humanity than 
the inventiciti ol the steamboat 



EIGHTH 

1. Resolved, That the Amazoa has greater possibilities as a water highway 
than the Mississippi. 

2. Resolved, That cotton-raising is a more profitable industry, acre for acre^ 
than cora-raisiflg. 

3l Resolved, That Canada should be annexed to the United States, providing 
England's consent could be obtained. 

4. Resolved, That alcoholic drinks cause more injury than narcotics. 

5. Resolved, That the .War of 1812 was, in results, an American defeat. 

6. Resolved, That gas stoves are more desirable for cooking than wood stoves. 
(For girls.) 

7. Resolved, That the use of the metric system should be made compulsory 
in the United States, and the use of all other weights and measures prohibited. 

8. Resolved, That eighth-grade girls should be required to spend two hours- 
outdoors every school day in some Vm^ of exercise. (For girls.) 

9. Resolved, That Clay was a greater statesman than Webster. 

10. Resolved, That Edison is a greater benefactor than Burbank. 

11. Resolved, That the Mexican War was unjustifiable. 

12. Resolved, That there should be a law against the sale of fireworks 
(explosives) to inexperienced persons. 

13. Resolved, That a vegetable diet is more healthful than a meat diet. (For 
girls.) 

14. Resolved, That the aeroplane is more practicable as a conveyance than the 
dirigible balloon. 

15. Resolved, That Cuba should be annexed to the United States. 

16. Resolved, That the newspaper does greater good than the magazine. 

17. Resolved, That further immigration of Japanese should be absolutely pro- 
hibited. 

18. Resolved, That irrigation produces better fruit than rainfall. 

19. Resolved, That simplified spelling should be made compulsory by state law* 

20. Resolved, That every girl should be required to serve as an apprentice in 
a well kept home as part of her education. (For girls.) 



FIRST YEAR HIGH SCHOOL. 

1. Resok/ed, That the double-tire bicycle is better than the single tire. 

2. Resolved, That Monday should be a school holiday instead of Saturday. 

3. Resolved, That Sunday-school should be held after the sermon instead of 
before it. 

4. Resolved, That electricity should take the place of steam in the operatioi» 
of railway trains. 

5. Resolved, That the President of the United States should be elected for a 
term of six years and be inHigible to reelection. 

6. Resolved J That the death penalty should be abolished. 

7. Resolved, That Sparta was a more ideal state than Athens. 

8. Resolved, That Rome's attack on Carthage was unjustifiable. 

9. Resolved, That Italy's attack on Tripoli is not justified, 
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10. Resolved, That the welfare of Tripoli will be better subserved by its com- 
plete annexation to Italy. 

11. Resolved, That algebra should begin In the eighth grade. 

12. Resolved, That high school football teams should not be allowed to go to 
other cities above one hundred miles away to play games. 

13. Resolved, That high school debating societies should contain members 
from all four years. 

14. Resolved, That Spanish is a more useful language to the American than 
Oerman. 

15. Resolved, That Justices of the Supreme Court in this State should be 
appointed by the Governor for life. 

16. Resolved, That Congress should prohibit the immigration of illiterates 
into the United States, persons over fifteen only being meant. 

17. Resolved, That the success of the 1911 revolution in China would be best 
for the Chinese. 

18. Resolved, That Alaska should be given a territorial form of government 
similar to Territory of Hawaii. 

19. Resolved, That our treatment of the Indians under the present agency plan 
has been unjust. 

20. Resolved, That the United States Government should grant a pension of 
$20.00 per month to all citizens of seventy years of age or over, providing they 
had resided in the United States or territories at least forty years next preceding 
the granting of the pension. 

21. Resolved, That the growth of large fortunes should be checked by grad- 
uated income and inheritance taxes. ^ 

22. Resolved, That the "Last of the Mohicans" is a better novel for American 
boys and girls than "Ivanhoe." 

23. Resolved, That every high school boy should join the boy-scout organiza- 
tion. 

24. Resolved, That the monorail system is capable of being used on a large 
scale on railroads. 

25. Resolved, That the benefit to tramps in feeding them without requiring 
them to work more than offsets the harm. 

26. Resolved, That the department store provides cheaper prices for equally 
good articles than the ordinary stores. (For girls.) 

27. Resolved, That it is better for a girl to go into a store as a clerk at the 
€nd of the first year of high school than to stay in school to the end of her course. 
(For girls.) 

28. Resolved, That a selection from the Bible should be read in the public 
schools at least once a week. 

29. Resolved, That the location of Seattle (or some other port) is more likely 
to produce a great city than that of San Francisco (or some other port). 

30. Resolved, That the region west of the Mississippi to the Pacific is capable 
of as dense population as that east of the Mississippi to the Atlantic. 

SECOND YEAR HIGH SCHOOL. 

1. Resolved, That public libraries should be open all day on Sundays. ^ 

2. Rosolved, That school districts should provide free text-books to pupils. 

3. Resolved, That owners of vacant lots in this city should be compelled to 
improve them by making them to conform to the grade of adjacent property, by 
fencing, by keeping out weeds, and by keeping them planted to the Mole grasses 
as adjacent lots. 

4. Resolved, That krgt signboards be allowed only ttpoil authority gttmted 
by a Board of Park Commissioners or by a City-Beautiful League. 
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5. Resolved, That manual training for boys (or girls) should be compulsory 
throughout the four years of the high school. 

6. Resolved, That separate high schools for boys and girls should be main- / 
tained in cities having an average attendance of four hundred pupils in those years/ 

7. Resolved, That the authorities should compel all children to be vaccinated. 
' 8. Resolved, That Shylock was justified in hating Antonio.v, 'i / 

9. Resolved, That seven hours be made the maximum day*s work for women 
employees. (For girls.) 

10. Resolved, That education should be compulsory to the age of sixteen (or 
seventeen). 

11. Resolved, That the United States should allow ships sailing under the 
American flag to pass through the Panama Canal free of charge. 

12. Resolved, That hot water heating is better than steam heating. 

13. Resolved, That hot air heating is better than steam heating. 

14. Resolved, That ex-presidents of the United States have seats for life in 
the Senate as senators at large. 

15. Resolved, That Alaska be split up at once into three territories. 

16. Resolved, That Porto Rico be promised admission to the United States as 
a state when sixty per cent of its adults can read, write and speak the English 
language. 

17. Resolved, That the state should provide by stringent laws that firearms be 
sold to private individuals only upon a license issued after a bond for five thousand 
dollars should be filed by purchaser. 

18.. Resolved, That Shakespeare meant to have the audience sympathize with 
Shylock. 

19. Resolved, That the city should own and operate its public lighting plant. 

20. Resolved, That this city should own and operate its own street-car system. 

21. Resolved, That no one be allowed to drive an automobile on a public high- 
way unless he be licensed after a thorough examination. 

22. Resolved, That England should change Egypt from a protectorate to a 
self-governing colony. 

23. Resolved, That "home-keeping** is the noblest work a woman can enter. 
(For girls.) 

24. Resolved, That the 'Inland Empire" should be separated from Washington 
and Oregon and erected into a state. 

25. Resolved, That Southeastern Alaska should be separated from the 
remainder of Alaska, and given a territorial form of government with an elective 
legislature. 

26. Resolved, That it would be for the best interests of the "upstate" people 
if New York City were erected into a separate state. 

27. Resolved, That congress should confer citizenship upon the Porto Ricans 
en masse at once. 

28. Resolved, That the United States should abandon the policy of maintaining 
the integrity of the Chinese Empire. 

29. Resolved, That the United States Government is unsuited to administer 
the affairs of the Philippines. 

30. Resolved, That the United States (Government should own and lease out 
under proper restrictions (or own and operate) the interstate railways. 



THIRD YEAR HIGH SCHOOL. 

1. Resolved, That cabinet officers should have seats in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

2. Resolved, That the United States should subsidize American merchant 
ships. 
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3. Resolved, That the delegates to national conventions be chosen under a 
direct primary law. 

4. Resolved, That United States Senators should be elected by the direct vote 
of the people of each state. 

5. Resolved, That Jane Addams has done more for the world than Clara 
Barton. 

6. Resolved, That the Ford (or some other) runabout is better than the 
Mitchell (or some other) automobile. 

7. Resolved, That final term examinations should be abolished in high schools 
that provide for written monthly tests. 

8. Resolved, That prohibition in Kansas (or North Dakota) has been suc- 
cessful. 

9. Resolved, That cremation is a better method of disposal of the dead than 
earth burial. 

10. Resolved, That agriculture on a large scale is possible in Alaska. 

11. Resolved, That state manufacture of text-books is a benefit to the people. 

12. Resolved, That all high school girls should be required to wear uniforms. 
(For girls.) 

13. Resolved, That basketball as now played is more injurious to girls' health 
than beneficial. (For girls.) 

14. Resolved, That modem women make better mothers than were our grand- 
mothers. (For girls.) 

15. Resolved, That it is unbecoming for girls attending high school to dress 
like women. (For girls.) 

16. Resolved, That the reservation system should be abolished in 1920, and 
all Indians be made citizens en masse, 

17. Resolved, That Macaulay's theory that as civilization advances poetry 
declines is correct. 

18. Resolved, Tha.t vivisection in the high schools should be prohibited. 

19. Resolved, That the bill providing a "doUar-a-day pension" should become 
a law. 

20. Resolved, That the commission form of government on the Berkeley 
plan should be adopted in this city. 

21. Resolved, That Milton was a greater epic poet than Dante. 

22. Resolved, That Lady Macbeth was morally more culpable in the murder 
of Duncan than her husband. 

23. Resolved, That Taft's proposed peace treaties with France and England 
should be concurred in by the Senate. 

24. Resolved, That the constitution of this State should be amended so as to 
provide for the initiative and referendum in making laws. 

25. Resolved, That physics as at present taught should not be required of girls 
in any course. (For girls.) 

26. Resolved, That Andrew Carnegie has been more beneficent in his gifts 
than John D. Rockefeller. 

27. Resolved, That women are suitable for jury service. (For girls.) 

28. Resolved, That further centralization of power in the Federal Government 
is undesirable. 

29. Resolved, That reciprocity with Canada would be beneficial to the United 
States. 

30. Resolved, That it would be to the commercial interest of Canada to have 
reciprocity with the United States. 

31. Resolved, That a system of proportional (or minority) representation 
should be adopted in this State. 

32. Resolved, That the state should provide schools for newly arrived aliens. 

33. Resolved, That a nation highly civilized is justified in enforcing its civiliza- 
tion upon an inferior people. 
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34. Resolved, That the white citizens of the Southern states are justified in 
taking all the measures they have taken to establish their political supremacy. 

35. Resolved, That business organizations and labor unions should be allowed 
to elect representatives to the state legislature, providing that the number of such 
should not exceed one third the total membership. 

36. Resolved, That the American negroes should be segregated on reserva- 
tions similar to the Indians. 

37. Resolved, That this State should adopt the single-tax system. 

FOURTH YEAR HIGH SCHOOL. 

1. Resolved, That Panama should be annexed to the United States. 

2. Resolved, That present methods of handling natural oil are wasteful and 
unpatriotic. 

3. Resolved, That the present postal savings bank system is a menace to the 
private banks. 

4. Resolved, That dancing should be forbidden at all high school "functions." 

5. Resolved, That the reading of present day fiction indiscriminately is injur- 
ious to the reader. 

6. Resolved, That a system of compulsory voting, if possible to devise, would 
be desirable. 

7. Resolved, That it is worth while for a girl to learn to play even though 
she has no musical talent. (For girls.) 

8. Resolved, That vaudeville acting would be a better training for the regular 
stage than a like amount of amateur theatricals. (For girls.) 

9. Resolved, That Julia Marlowe is a greater Shakespearean actress than was 
Ellen Terry. (For girls.) 

10. Resolved, That lady teachers are better teachers for girls in the high school 
than men. (For girls.) 

11. Resolved, That woman's dress has on the whole tended to become sin^ler 
during the past three hundred years. (For girls.) 

12. Resolved, That the boycott is a legitimate means of securing concessions. 

13. Resolved, That strikes are a benefit to the strikers. 

14. Resolved, That eight (or nine, or ten) jurors of the twelve should be 
sufficient to render a verdict in criminal cases. 

15. Resolved, That military drill should be made compulsory for one year in 
the high school course. 

16. Resolved, That this State require ability to read and write a paragraph of 
the state constitution as a qualification for voting. 

17. Resolved, That the parcels post is a benefit to the small merchant. 

18. Resolved, That the girl graduates be required to wear simile gowns of a 
uniform cost at the commencement exercises. (For girls.) 

19. Resolved, That women educated at ladies' seminaries are better fitted for 
life than those educated at co-educational universities. (For girls.) 

20. Resolved, That fraternities are undesirable in high schools. 

21. Resolved, That the ministry affords greater opportunity for oratory than 
law. 

22. Resolved, That Congress enact a law providing for a tariff for revenue 
only. 

23. Resolved, That an amendment to our state constitution be adc^ted requir- 
ing a property qualification for voting — real estate to the value of $500.00 or 
personal property bearing a tax of $25.00 per year. 

24. Resolved, That the jury system be abolished in this State, and the trial 
court consist of a judge and two salaried commissioners with permanent appoint- 
ments under the classified civil service. 
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25. Resolved, That the education of girit should be different from that of boys. 
<For girls.) 

26. Resolved, That five years of experience as trained nurses or in other 
ivomanly occupations would be beneficial to women to fit them for 'liome-keeping." 
<For girls.) 

27. Resolved, That a knowledge of buying for the home is as essential to a 
woman as a knowledge of how to provide a living is for a man. (For girls.) 

28. Resolved, That the continuation of young women in school or college until 
they pass their twenty-third year is detrimental to them as members of society. 
(For girls.) 

29. Resolved, That Senator Aldrich's plan of a central bank with its con- 
comitants should become law. 

30. Resolved, That the conservation of natural resources is more properly a 
function of the state than of the federal government, it being assumed that con- 
servation does not here apply to lands or resources now owned by the United 
States. 

31. Resolved, That the Philippines should be continued permanently as a 
colony and gradually given such degree of self-government as Canada enjoys. 

32. Resolved, That the islands of Mindanao, Palawan, and Mindoro should be 
erected into a territory separate and distinct from the rest of the Philippine group. 

33. Resolved, That environment has greater influence in shaping the character 
of a person than heredity. 

34. Resolved, That the recommendation of the tariff board in regard to the 
cotton and wool schedules be adopted by congress. 

35. Resolved, That the institutional church should completely supplant the 
present-day church. 

36. Resolved, That this State should adopt a constitutional amendment pro- 
viding for the recall of judges. 

37. Resolved, That the government adopt the leasing system for coal lands. 

38. Resolved, That the treaty of 1832 with Russia should be continued in 
force, being as fair for us as for Russia. 

39. Resolved, That federal incorporation and federal regulation is a satisfac- 
tory solution of the trust question. 

40. Resolved, That the Commerce Court's decision against the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission's "zone" rates should, for the good of the country, be reversed 
by the Supreme Court. 



A SAMPLE DEBATS BRIEF. 

QuiSSTioN : Resolped, That an iacome tax should be a part of the federal system 

of taxation. 
Affirmative. 

Introduction. 

I. Statement of the (]^estion. 
II. Interpretation and explanation. 
III. History of the income tax. 

A. It has been in use in foreign countries for more than a century. 

6. It was used in the United States from 1363-72. 

C. It now forms the mamstay of England's fiscal system. 
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Brief Proper. 

The United States should adopt an income tax, for 

I. Such a tax is needed for purely fiscal reasons, for 

A. Reports of the treasury for the past five years show large deficits, for 

1. There were deficits in 1906, 1907, and 

2. Deficits in the two years ending July 1, 1909, and July 1, 1910, 

aggregated nearly $200,000,000. 

B. These deficits can not be met by our present system of raising revenue, 

for 
1. No one can think of increasing the tariff. 

II. Such a tax is needed to provide elasticity in our taxing system, for 

A. Congress is unable now to make revenue and expenditures meet, for 

1. Every change in the tariff involves other issues than revenue. 

2. The amount of revenue produced by the tariff varies, for 

a. A change in the tariff rates causes the amount of imports to 
vary. 
3. It has failed to make revenue and expenditures meet in the past, 
for 
a. There have been four surplusses and five deficits since 1900, 
each of $60,000,000, while in England there has not been a 
surplus or deficit greater than $5,000,000. 

B. An income tax would supply what revenue the tariff, merely as a pro- 

tective policy, fails to produce. 

III. Such a tax would tend to equalize the tax burden in the United States, for 

A. At present a man pays federal taxes on the basis of consumption, whicH 

is out of proportion to his means. 

B. Under an income tax, the rich men and large corporations would pay 

according to their means. 

IV. The income tax is a practical tax, for 

A. Its collection costs only from 1}^ to 2 per cent, while the tariff costs 

over 3 per cent. 

B. It is easily collected, for 

1. Under the "stoppage at source" method of collection incomes are 

taxed before they reach the taxpayer's hands. 

2. England finds it easy to collect. 

3. By the "stoppage at source" method Germany, France, Canada, 

and New Zealand collect successfully. 

Note. — The above brief is that prepared and used by Mark McChesney, a third-year boy at 
Seattle, in the 1910-11 debate among the six high schools of that city. 

A SAMPLE DEBATE BRIEF— SIXTH GRADE. 

Question : Resolved, That the cow is a more useful animal than the horse. 

Affirmative. 

The cow is a more useful animal than the horse, for 

1. The cow, as an ox, is a work animal and can do as much work as the 

horse. 

2. The cow, in. addition, furnishes meat. 

3. The cow furnishes milk, cream, butter, and cheese. 

4. The cow from her hide furnishes leather. 

5. The cow from her horns and hoofs furnishes such- useful articles as 

buttons and powder-horns. 

6. The cow furnishes gelatine. 

7. The cow from her tallow furnishes candles. 

8. The cow furnishes vaccine for prevention of smallpox. 
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HOW TO START A DEBATING CLUB. 

Illustrated in story ^orm. 

Three boys, whose last names were Webb, Smith and Jones, attended a small 
high school in which there was no literary society. They were desirous of starting 
such an organization, and forthwith got the consent of the Principal. They decided 
on Friday afternoon after school as a fitting time for having the first meeting. 
They spoke to all their boy friends and to the girls. The Principal kindly an- 
nounced it on Friday morning before the whole school. They were to meet in the 
Assembly Room at 3.30. 

By 3.30 there were about twenty pupils present. At exactly the time announced 
Webb walked up to the front, and with a lead pencil rapped on the teacher's desk 
for attention. He said : "The meeting will please come to order. We are gathered 
here to organize a debating club. Nominations are in order for a temporary 
chairman." 

Smith was on his feet at once : "Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Smith." Webb recognized him by this acknowledgment. 

"I nominate Mr. Jones as temporary chairman," said Smith. 

"Mr. Jones has been nominated," said Webb. "Are there any other nomi- 
nations ?" 

No one answered. 

"If there are no other nominations," said Webb, "we will proceed to elect viva 
voce. All in favor of Mr. Jones acting as temporary chairman, say Aye." There 
were about a dozen voices saying "Aye" in concert. 

"Those opposed, say No," commanded Webb. There were no responses. 

"Mr. Jones has been elected temporary chairman. He will please come forward 
and take charge." 

Jones stepped quickly forward. 

"As temporary chairman, I shall act until a permanent organization is effected 
and permanent officers are elected," he said. "In order to facilitate matters, we 
will now proceed to elect a temporary secretary. Nominations are in order for a 
temporary secretary." 

Webb rose to his feet and addressed the chair : "Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Webb," acknowledged Chairman Jones. 

"I nominate Mr. Smith as temporary secretary." 

"Mr. Smith has been nominated. Are there any other nominations?" said the 
chairman. There were np other nominations. So, after waiting a little, the 
chairman declared the nominations closed, and. said, "We will proceed to vote by 
word of mouth. All in favor of Mr. Smith say Aye." There were a dozen ayes. 
Those opposed say No." There were no noes. 

Mr. Smith is elected temporary secretary. He will step forward and sit at the 
desk. Here is a tablet of paper on which he will record the minutes of this 
meeting." 

Smith sat at the desk with the chairman^ The chairman had been standing all 
this time. He now sat down, saying to the boys, "What is your further pleasure ?" 

Webb rose, addressed the chair, and being recognized by the chairman, made 
this motion: "I move that a committee of three be appointed by the temporary 
chairman to draw up a constitution and a set of by-laws, and report at the next 
meeting." 

No one in the crowd said a word. So Mr. Smith secured the chairman's recog- 
nition, and seconded Webb's motion. 

"It has been moved and seconded," said the chairman, "that a committee of 
three be appointed by the temporary chairman to draw up a constitution and a 
set of by-laws, and that the committee report at the next meeting. The question is 
open for discussion." 

There was no discussion. 

(13) 



it 



"All in favor of tlit question/' said the chairman, "make it known by saying 
Aye." There were about fifteen ayes. "Those opposed say No." There were no 
noes. "The motion is carried." 

"Acting in accordance with your motion, I hereby as>point the committee as 
follows: Mr. Webb, Mr. Smith, and Miss Jennie Thomas. This conuaittee will 
meet at the call of its chairman, and will report at our next meeting." 

"Who is to be the chairmui of the committee?" asked Jennie Thomas after 
being properly recognized by Temporary Chairman Jones. 

"The person first named on a committee is always chairman," replied the tem- 
porary chairman. "In this case it is Mr. Webb. Now, is there any further business 
to come before the meeting?" 

"Mr. Chairman," said Webb. 

"Mr. Webb," said the temporary chairman recognizing him. 

"I move we adjourn to meet here in this room at three o'clock, next Monday 
afternoon." 

"I second the motion," said Smith without rising or being recognized by the 
chairman, for in seconding a motion it is not necessary to rise or to be recognized 
by the chair. 

"It has been moved and seconded," said Chairman Jones, '^hat we do now 
adjourn to meet next Monday at three p. m. in this room. All in favOr of the 
motion, say Aye." Fifteen ayes. "Those opposed, say No." No votes. "The 
motion is carried. The meeting does now stand adjourned to meet in this room 
at three p. m. Monday next." 

The meeting then broke up. 

Mr. Webb of the constitution committee called a meeting of his members at 
once, and invited the temporary chairman to meet with thefti, for the president of 
an organization is ex officio a member of all committees. A constitution was 
drawn up, the name of the organization decided on, and several by-laws 
formulated. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Because there is need of encouraging debate and public speaking in this high 
school, we have resolved to organize a club for promoting better work along these 
lines. 

ARTICI.E I. 

NAXS» 

This organization shall be called the Webster-Bverett Society of the Lincoln 
High School. 

ARTICLE II. 

OBJECT. 

The object of this society shall be to promote publk speal^g among the 
members. 

ARTICLE III. 

All the pupils of the Lincoln High School who are in Sympathy with the aims 
of this society shall be eligible to membership. 

ARTICI.E IV. 

The officers of this society shall be a president, a vice-president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer, who shall serve for a term of one term, or until their successors 
are elected and qualified. 
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A»TICL« V. 

AX4MOXt»V. 

This constitution may be amended by a three-lourths vote of all members 
present— at a regular meeting, provided notice of such amendment shall have been 
given in writing — ^at the previous regular meeting. 

BY-LAW& 

ARTICXE I. 

DUTISS OF 0VVXC81S. 

Section 1. The president shall preside at all the meetings of the society. He 
shall appoint all special committees, fill all vacancies in standing committees not 
otherwise provided for in the by-laws, and shall be a member, ex officio, ol all 
committees. 

Sec 2. The Vice-President shall, in the absence of the President, perform the 
duties of that officer. He shall be the chairman of the Program Committee. 

Sec 3. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the society,^ 
shall conduct the correspondence of the society, and perform such other duties as 
the society may direct. 

Sec 4. The Treasurer shall collect and hold the dues and funds of the society. 
He shall pay out moneys only upon an order of the society passed by a regular 
vote. He shall keep a written account of moneys collected and spent. 

ARTICI.E H. 

XSMBBRSHXV* 

Section 1. The name of an applicant for membership shall be presented in 
writing through the Secretary. The society shall vote on and discuss such applica- 
tions in open meeting. 

Sec 2. The principal and instructors of the Lincoln High School shall be 
honorary members of this society. 

ARTICI^E III. 

Section 1. The dues shall be ten cents a semester, payable in advance. 

Sec 2. Members whose dues are not paid before the third regular meeting of 
the semester shall be dropped from the rolls, and announcement of such action 
shall be given by the President in open meeting at that time. 

ARTICI.E IV. 

X8BTINCS. 

Section 1. The regular meetings of the society shall be held at 3.30 every 
Wednesday afternoon, in the Lincoln High School auditorium. 

Sec 2. The President may call a special meeting by verbal notice to three 
fourths of the members. 

ARTICI.E V. 

SLScrioMS. 

Section 1. The election of officers shall be by ballot, and a majority of the 
votes cast by those present shall be necessary to elect. 

Sec 2. The elections shall be held at a regular session two weeks prior to the 

meeting at which the new officers are to take office, which shall be the third 

Wednesday of each semester. 

ARTICXE VI. 

COMMITTBSS. 

A Program Committee, consisting of three members, shall present a program 
for the meetings, three weeks previous to the date of rendering. 
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ARTICI^E VII. 

QUORUM. 

A majority of the members shall be necessary to form a quorum to transact 
business, but a program shall be rendered if five members are present. 

ARTICIvS VIII. 

AMSNDMSNTS. 

These by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting by a two-thirds vote of 
those present, provided that notice of intention to submit the amendment to a vote 
be given at least one week in advance. 

ARTICLE IX. 
pakliamsntary authority. 
The rules contained in Paul's Parliamentary law shall govern all cases. 

ARTICLE X. 

OROSR Ot BUSI^NSSS. 

Unless otherwise provided by a majority vote, the following shall be the ordi- 
nary Order of Business. 

Meeting called to order by President. 

Reading and approval of minutes of the last meeting. 

Communications. 

Report of Treasurer. 

Announcements. 

Report of the Program Committee. 

Report of the Special Committees. 

Unfinished business. 

New business, including election of officers. 

Program. 

Adjournment. 

At exactly three o'clock Monday afternoon, Temporary Chairman Jones rapped 
for order, saying, "The meeting will please come to order. We meet this after- 
noon to hear the report of the Committee on a Constitution and to effect a perma- 
nent organization. The temporary secretary will read the minutes of the last 
meeting." 

The minutes of the first meeting were then read. The chairman said, "Is there 
any correction to the minutes as read? If not, they will stand approved." There 
were no corrections offered. 

"We will now listen to the report of the Constitution Committee." 

"Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Webb." 

"Your committee," said Mr. Webb, **begs leave to report that it has drawn up 
a constitution and a set of by-laws. I shall read them as they stand." He then 
read the constitution and by-laws given above. After finishing he handed them to 
the Temporary Secretary. 

"We shall take up the Constitution, article by article, and act on it," said the 
temporary chairman. "Mr. Secretary, read the preamble aloud to the meeting." 
The Secretary read the preamble. "Is there any discussion of the preamble as read ?" 
asked Chairman Jones. There was no discussion. "If there is no. discussion, all 
those who favor the adoption of the preamble as reported and read, make it known 
by saying Aye." There were about twenty ayes. "Those opposed say No." There 
were no votes. "The ayes have it," said the chairman, "and the preamble is adopted 
as read." 

"We will next proceed to Article I. The Secretary will read it. The Secretary 
read it aloud. "Is there any discussion of Article I?" 
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"Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Wilson." 

"I move," said Mr. Wilson, "that the words Webster-Everett' be stricken and 
the name *Witena-gemote' be substituted." 

Some one said, "I second the motion." 

The President stated the motion and asked if there was any one who wished 
to make remarks. 

"Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Wilson." 

"I wish to say in defense of my motion," said Mr. Wilson, "that the name I 
suggest is an old English expression meaning a meeting (gemote) of wisemen 
( witena) . The witena-gemote was the forefather of the English Parliament. I 
think it very appropriate for this club to be called after an old English meeting of 
wise men to discuss questions of government. Witena is accented on the first 
syllable and gemote on the last, the g is hard." 

After waiting for further remarks for a moment, the President said, "If there 
are no further remarks, we will proceed to vote on the motion that the name 
*Witena-gemote* be substituted for the 'Webster-Everett Society.' All in favor 
of the motion, say Aye." There were about eleven ayes. "Those opposed, say 
No." There were about ten noes. "The ayes have it and — " 

"Mr. Chairman," said one of the boys opposing the motion, rising to his feet, 
**I call for a division." 

"A division has been called for," said the chairman. "So we will vote by 
standing. Those favoring the motion, please stand." The chairman counted aloud 
those standing. "That will do. Those opposing will now stand." He again 
counted aloud. "That will do. The vote stands eleven to nine in favor of the 
motion. The motion is carried, and the word 'Witena-gemote' will take the place 
of 'Webster-Everett Society.' 

**Is there any further discussion of Article I as amended? If not, we will 
proceed to vote. Those favoring Article I as amended, say Aye." There was a 
clear majority in favor of it. "Those opposed, say No." There were a few 
scattered noes. "The ayes have it, and Article I as amended is adopted. We will 
now proceed to Article II." 

There was no more opposition, and each article of the Constitution was adopted. 
Likewise each article and section of the By-laws was adopted. The temporary 
chairman then said, "You have now adopted a constitution and a set of by-laws. 
We will now have an intermission of five minutes, .during which those who wish 
to belong to the society will sign their names to this document." All but one 
signed the Constitution and By-laws and thereby became charter members of the 
Witena-gemote. The person not signing left the assembly-room before the chair- 
man called the meeting to order. 

"We will now proceed to elect permanent officers to hold office until the third 
Wednesday of next term of school. Nominations are now in order for a 
President." 

"Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Wilson." 

"I nominate Mr. Webb." 

"Mr. Chairman." 

"Mr. Cross." 

"I nominate Mr. Wilson." 

After waiting a moment for other nominations without receiving any, the Chair- 
man said, "Mr. Webb and Mr. Wilson have been nominated for President. You 
will prepare your ballots." On small slips of paper each member wrote the name 
of the candidate he favored. "I will appoint Miss Davis and Miss Jennie Thomas 
as tellers. They will collect the ballots and bring them to the desk." After the 
ballots had been all deposited in front of him, the chairman said, "Miss Thomas, 
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you may keep tally on the blackboard while Miss Davis opens the ballots, calls out 
the name on each, and passes them to me to verify." Miss Thomas wrote the twa 
aames on the board thtts: 
Mr. Webb. 
Mr. Wilson. 
Miss Davis opened each ballot and called off the name, Miss Thomas respond- 
ing. 

Miss Davis: Webb. 

Miss Thomas: Webb one. 

Miss Davis: Webb. 

Miss Thomas: Webb two. 

Miss Davis: Webb. 

Miss Thomas: Webb three. 

Miss Davis: Webb. 

Miss Thomas: Webb four. 

Miss Davis: Wilson. 

Miss Thomas: Wilson one. 

Miss Davis: Wilson. 

Miss Thomas: Wilson two. 

Miss Davis: Webb. 

Miss Thomas: Webb tally. 
The vote on the blackboard now appeared as follows : 

Mr. Webb /)SC/ > 

Mr. Wilson // I 

The counting then continued until the last ballot was read, when the result i 

appeared on the blackboard as follows : ^ 

Mr. Webb fuy rw nil J 

Mr. Wilson //>(/ \ 

The Chairman, The vote stands Mr. Webb, fourteen; Mr. Wilson, six. By i 

your votes you have elected Mr. Webb first president of the Witena-gemote. 

All the members. Speech! Speech! { 

Mr. Webb (rising). Mr. Chairman, I wish to thank the members of the 
Witena-gemote for the honor they have conferred upon me. I shall strive to 
perform the duties of president in a creditable manner. I have much to learn, 
and I shall rely on the members for their help. 

The Chairman. We will now proceed to the election of a vice-president. Nom- 
inations are now in order for that office. 

Mr. Wilson. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Wilson. I nominate Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Webb. Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Mr. Webb. 

Mr. Webb. I move that the nominations be closed and Mr. Jones be elected 
by acclamation. 

Some One. I second the motion. 

The Chairman. The Secretary will please put the motion (since the motion 
affects himself). 

The Secretary, acting as chairman : All in favor of the motion, say aye. 

The Society. Aye ! 

The Secretary. Those opposing, say no. (No response.) The ayes have it» 
the vote being unanimous. Mr. Jones is unanimously elected vice-president. 

The temporary chairman again took charge and the election proceeded. The 
result was that Miss Davis was elected secretary and Mr. Smith treasurer. 
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The Chairman. You have now elected your permanent officers who will take 
charge of the society at the opening of the meeting on Wednesday afternoon. I 
will now entertain a motion to adjourn. 

The meeting adjourned. 

The minutes of the first regular meeting of the Witena-gemote as written out 
by Miss Davis, the secretary, were as follows-. 

AssEMBtY Room, Lincoln High ScHoot, 

November 24, 1912. 

The first regular meeting of the Witena-gemote was called to order by President 
Webb at 3.30 p. m. Wednesday, November 24, 1912. The president spoke a few 
well-chosen words on the purpose of the society, and then called for the reading 
of the meeting held on Monday afternoon last past, which meeting was for the 
purpose of adopting a constitution and electing officers. The minutes were 
approved as read. 

The President. Are there any communications ? 

The secretary read a letter from the principal of the high school in which the 
principal expressed his approval of the society's good intentions. 

The President. We thank the principal for his interest in our society, and we 
hope we may not disappoint him. The next order of business is the report of the 
treasurer. 

The Treasurer. I have to report that all the members have paid their dues for 
this term, and I now have $2.00 in the treasury. 

The President. Under announcements, I will say that I have selected the two 
members of the program committee who are to act with the vice-president in 
making out our program. They are Mr. Wilson and Miss Thomas. If there are 
no other announcements, we will proceed to the next order of business. Is the 
program committee ready to report? 

The Vice-President (as chairman of the program committee). I did not know 
until a few minutes ago who the two other members of my committee were, but 
I have prepared a program for this meeting and the next. At this meeting, the 
president will call on each member for a one-minute extempore talk. The program 
for the meeting next Wednesday will be as follows : 
"Declamation, Mr. Wilson. 
"Debate : Resolved, That United States Senators should be elected by direct 

vote of the people. 
"AMrmative — Fred White and Helen Temple. 
"Negative — George Andrews and Grace Hope." 

Meanwhile, your committee will organize and prepare three programs which we 
will read at the next meeting. 

The President. Is there any special committee to report? None. Is there any 
new business ? None. Then we will now have the rendering of to-day's program. 

Each member was called upon for a minute's talk, and all did well for their 
first efforts. 

The President. I will now entertain a motion to adjourn. 

It was moved and seconded that the society adjourn. Carried. 

The society adjourned at 4.30. 

Joseph Webb, President. 
L11.1.Y Davis, Secretary. 
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